
.     
_________________________________       ________________________________ 

UDK 582.739(477) 

 

TYPE AND AUTHENTIC SPECIMENS   

OF TAXA OF CYTISUS S.L. IN THE HERBARIUM  

OF Y. FED’KOVYCH CHERNIVTSI NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (CHER) 
 

D. Pifkó
1
, . Shevera 

2 

1 Hungarian Natural History Museum, P.O. Box 222, H-1476 Budapest, Hungary,  e-mail: pifko@nhmus.hu, 
2 M.G. Kholodny Institute of Botany, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine,  

Tereschenkivska St. 2, 01601 Kyiv, Ukraine, e-mail: shevera@mail.ru

 
Type specimens of species of genus Cytisus Desf. s. l. sect. Tubocytisus DC. (= Chamaecytisus Link): topotypes of 

C. heuffelii Wierzb. var. romanicus Prod., C. austriacus L. var. virescens Kovács ex Neilr., and topotype of C. po-

dolicus B ocki, deposited in the Herbarium of Y. Fed’kovych Chernivtsi National University (CHER) are presented.  
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Introduction. The value of the Herbarium is 

characterized by some criteria ( , , 

1995), and among them one of the most important 

parameters is the number of authentic specimens.  

The Department of Botany and CHER Herbarium 

of Y. Fed’kovych Chernivtsi National University 

founded in 1876, is one of the oldest botanical insti-

tutions in Ukraine. The herbarium contains ca. 

150,000 herbarium specimens, including F. Herbich 

and F. Hraf  personal collections, as well as Austrian 

(E. Tangl, K. Bauer, O. Porsh et all.), Romanian 

(M. Gu uleac, E. opa, K. Hormuzaki et all.), 

Ukrainian (I. Artemchuk, Z. Gorokhova, T. So-

lodkova, Z. Zayets, I. Chornej et all.), and western 

European collections ( , 1995). These collec-

tions more or less fully represented the flora of 

Bukovina, especially the flora of Chernivtsi Region 

(Ukraine), and publications on the flora of North 

Bukovina usually based also on these collections. In 

the CHER Herbarium, some type and authentic 

specimens of vascular plants are present, but those 

of Cytisus Desf. as well as other taxa have not been 

identified yet. 

Results. Several articles on selection of type 

specimens of the genus Cytisus were published ( -

  ., 1999; , , , 

2003; Pifkó, 2004, 2005, 2009). In 2008 and 2009, a 

critical investigation was carried out on the type mate-

rials of some species of the genus Cytisus Desf. s. l. 

(Fabaceae Lindl.) deposited in the CHER Herbarium. 

In the CHER Herbarium some type specimens of Cyti-

sus species sect. Tubocytisus DC. (= Chamaecytisus 

Link), e.g. isolectotypes of C. heuffelii Wierzb. var. 

romanicus Prod., C. austriacus L. var. virescens 

Kovács ex Neilr., and C. podolicus B ocki (Figs 1-3) 

were selected and are reported here. 

The basionim, the place and text of protologues, 

categories of types, label text, and critical comments 

are given for each type. 

1. Cytisus austriacus L. var. virescens Kovács ex 

Neilreich, 1846, Fl. Wien.: 640; J. v. Kováts, Fl. 

exsicc. Vindobon. 126. 

According to the protologue: «… in den Remisen 

des Laaer Berges; auf dem Bisamberge». 

Isolectotype: «J. v. Kováts, Flora Exsiccata Vindo-

bonensis. 126. Laa b. Wien. Inter frutices. J. v. 

Kováts)», CHER. 

Note. Cytisus austriacus var. virescens, a critical 

variety from the C. austriacus group, was considered 

as a taxon at different levels, e.g. C. austriacus var. 

virescens, C. austriacus subsp. virescens (Kovács ex 

Neilr.) Domin, C. supinus L. subsp. 

austriacus (L.) Briq. var. virescens (Kovács ex 

Neilr.) Briq., and even at species level as C. vires-

cens (Kovács ex Neilr.) A. Kerner. J. Dostál (1984) 

considered it to be a hybrid between Ch. supinus 

(L.) Link and Ch. austriacus (L.) Link. The natural 

distribution range  of the species includes Austria, 

Serbia, Czech and Slovak Republics, Hungary, and 

Romania (?). The lectotype of C. austriacus var. 

virescens was designated in the BP Herbarium 

(Pifkó, 2005). This species is a transitional taxon be-

tween Ch. rochelii and Ch. austriacus s. str., and it is 

not a hybrid, although it is difficult to differentiate it 

from Ch. rochelii. 

2. Cytisus heuffelii Wierzb. var. romanicus  Prodan, 

1923, Bulet. de inf. al. Gr d. Bot. Cluj. 3: 26.  

According to the protologue: «Oltenia distr. Roma-

na i. In arena mobili ad pagum elar, alt. cca 50 m. s. 

m. 22 Sept. 1922. Leg. I. Prodan». 

Isolectotype: «Oltenia distr. Romana i. In arena 

mobili ad pagum elar, alt. cca 50 m. s. m. 22 Sept. 

1922. Leg. I. Prodan», CHER. 
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Note. The range of the species is confined to Ro-

mania. V. Ciocârlan (2008) regarded this taxon as Ch. 

danubialis (Velen.) Rothm. Several similar taxa have 

been described from the lower section of the Danube: 

C. heuffelii Wierzb. ( , Serbia), C. danubialis 

Velen. ( , Bulgaria), C. jankae Velen. ( , 

Bulgaria), C. noeanus Reichb. in Briq. ( , Bul-

garia). Further studies are required to clarify the status 

of these taxa.3. Cytisus podolicus B ocki, 1895, Allg. 

Bot. Zeitschr. 1: 137. 

According to the protologue: «… in Probabin bei 

Horodenka, Dobrowlany bei Zaleszczyki (Galizien) 

und zwischen Werenczanka und Kadobeslie 

(Bukowina)». 

Topotype (Shevera, here designated; ibid. 2008, 

in herb., pro topotypus): «Probabin pr. Horodenka 

(Galiciae orient.-australis) – in collibus calcareis, 

24.VII.1912, B. B ocki», CHER.   

Note. The distribution area of the species in-

cludes Ukraine and Moldova ( , 1954; 

, 1987), and Poland (?), Byelorus (?), Russia 

(European part) (?) (Yakovlev, Sytin, Roskov, 

1996). It is a rare, Podolian endemic species, listed 

in the Red Data Book of Ukraine ( , -

, ,  2009). The lectotype of the species 

is deposit in the LW Herbarium (N 126608) ( -

  ., 1999), two syntypes in KRAM. 

* There is a herbarium specimen of C. podolicus 

x C. leucanthus B ocki, in herb.: «Probabin pr. 

Horodenka (Galiciae orient.-australis) – inter 

parentes. 22.VII.1912, B. B ocki» in the CHER Her-

barium (Fig. 4). This was an unpublished name 

which appears on B. B ocki’s herbarium sheets. This 

specimen presumably belongs to Ch. blockianus. 

Further studies are required to clarify, whether  

Ch. blockianus is a distinct species, or it is an infras-

pecific taxon of Ch. podolicus. 
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